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December 7
Annual Lamplight Tour
Oshawa Community Museum , 6-8 pm
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December 14, 17 & 19
Christmas Victorian Teas
11:30 and 1:30
$15 ($10/OHS Members) per person ; RSVP Req’d
January 21
OHS Speaker Series
OCM Staff presents: The Story of Robinson House,
and the Robinson Family,
OPL, McLaughlin Auditorium , 7 pm
January 26
Victorian Tea & Lecture
Fashion History Productions presents: Making a
Teacher, 1900s
$20 per person ; RSVP Req’d, 1 pm
February 17
Family Day at the Oshawa Museum
12-4PM; Regular Admission Rates / Free for OHS

~~~

February 18
OHS Speaker Series
Charles Taws presents: Camp 30,
OPL, McLaughlin Auditorium , 7 pm
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March 10-14
March Break at the Oshawa Museum
Tours, Curio, and Photo-ops!; Regular Admission
Rates / Free for OHS
March 18
OHS Speaker Series
Ontario Regiment Museum presents: Oshawa &
WWI,
OPL, McLaughlin Auditorium , 7 pm

prohibited. For further information please contact the

Mandate of the Oshawa Historical Society

Oshawa Historical Society at 905-436-7624.

The mandate of the Oshawa Historical Society is to bring together

Cover Photo: Inside the General
Store, taken by co-op student
Kelley Scales

those individuals interested in the diverse historical aspects of
Oshawa and to research, retain, preserve and present historical
information pertaining to the Oshawa area. The Oshawa Historical
Society maintains, as an agent for the City of Oshawa, the Oshawa
Community Museum.
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Museum News
On January 26, please join the Oshawa
Museum and Fashion History
Productions to enjoy a low tea and
discover what it took to ‘Make a
Teacher’ in the 1900s. This engaging
presentation will discuss teacher
training, school locations, daily
schedules, and fashions of the period
for women, men and children.

Saturday, January 26, 1PM, Guy House
Please RSVP at 905-436-7624 x 106

Learn about Oshawa’s Heritage properties and
browse the inventory, compiled by Heritage
Oshawa
http://www.oshawa.ca/media/file/2013%
20INVENTORY%20-%20Sept%202013%20Final.pdf
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$20/person

Message From the President
“Historic Site – Under Construction”
Quite a number of years ago now we were on a family trip and came
across a construction site with a sign that said “Historic Site – Under
Construction”. We had a giggle over that trying to picture how you
construct a historic site. Obviously it was a restoration or maybe
even a reconstruction, one that would hopefully be true to the
original. Our traditional view of how history should be honoured and
celebrated usually involves preserving the original look and feel of
buildings and other artifacts without enhancement.
In recent years, however, modern technology has allowed us to reconstruct history in
a virtual on-line world that makes it much more accessible and vivid and easy to share.
But it also allows us to do even more. As well as reconstructing history we can also reimagine history and have some fun with it in a very creative way. For instance museum
staff members have “created” Facebook pages for some of our early pioneers and
community developers (https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?
set=a.10151499412105335.846248.21181410334&type=1&l=919602380f). I have
enjoyed these and found that they help to put me in touch with the realities of these
people as they might have been if modern social media had been available to them in
their day. This is a stretch for sure but it does create interest and does make you think
about historic figures in real terms.
Our OHS staff has also been very resourceful to use the archival material that we have
on hand and to do further research into publications and recorded stories to flesh out
these ideas in realistic ways. They have then put the information into a creative format
that hopefully attracts interest and engages the public in ways that traditional written
material often cannot. This is usually a good approach and seems to relate well to our
mandate of preserving and celebrating local history. By using imaginative approaches
they can virtually bring local history alive.
They have also adapted the old adage of a picture being worth a thousand words to
add to these creative initiatives. Unfortunately much of the early history of Oshawa
was before the advent of the camera and early photographs of good quality are hard
to come by and somewhat limited in their scope. To make up for that void our staff
members, including some very talented students, have once again put their
imagination, knowledge and skills together to “create” photos that did not exist or to
manipulate them in interesting ways – again to hopefully engage and attract the
attention of our members and the public and to involve them in experiencing local
history virtually first hand. The technique involves combining current day photos with
vintage photos to show historic figures in contemporary settings that have an historic
significance. You will see an example on the following page where a group of historic
figures are shown outside of Guy House as it is today. The results are often described
as ghostly.
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The picture was recently posted on the Museum and Archives’ Facebook page and
caught my attention in a very positive way. Since then, other more ghostly photos
have been posted. I thought that this was very imaginative and engaging but then a
friend commented that he was torn between the positive aspects of this and the fact
that it flies in the face of being true to archival principles. In other words it may not be
good to “play” with historic images because it violates their integrity. That comment
made me stop and think. Could we be taking too many liberties with historic items
that were entrusted to us? Were we stepping outside of our curatorial role?
I did respond to him and expressed my point of view that the comment was a valid
one but that I still felt that it met my understanding of our mandate in that the original
photo was preserved but also manipulated to attract interest, particularly with our
younger patrons. If nothing else it has us talking and debating the merits of such an
idea and concept. That can’t be all bad. My question to you, our valued members, is
“What do you think?”. Do you find this kind of manipulation of old photos a good way
of creating interest in historic settings and historic figures or does it cross some kind of
line in terms of preserving the past? How do you feel about creating Facebook pages
for our early settlers and local leaders? Does it make them more interesting and create
interest in their lives or again, does it cross a line?
Let us know at the Museum and Archives, either by email, on line or through regular
mail or even at our meetings. Your feedback and ideas are always welcome and
valued. If this becomes a serious debate and if there are strong feelings either way,
perhaps we could recruit some of our historic debaters through the use of virtual
media to argue the pros and cons. Who knows? Today almost anything is possible if
you let your imagination have free reign.
Merle Cole
President, Oshawa Historical Society

Guy House today, and men working at Robson & Lauchland; created by co-op student Caitlan
Madden
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Canadian Northern Railway
By: Melissa Cole, Curator

Throughout 2013 I have been giving
presentations
to
the
various
community organizations about the
Oshawa Railway and one of the main
questions I get is where was the
Canadian Northern Railway? Here is a
brief history about the Canadian
Northern Railway and the stations that
Oshawa’s CNR Station
were left behind.
Construction of the Canadian Northern Railway (CNoR) line began in 1906 by
William MacKenzie and Donald Mann. The CNoR line lead south from Parry
Sound to Toronto and north to Capreol, where it would link with a main line
they were planning to the west coast, but they also had their sites on a main
line from Toronto to Ottawa to Montreal.
The Canadian Northern Railway (CNoR)’s entry route into Toronto came from
Parry Sound. MacKenzie and Mann began to build their Ottawa line in 1911.
This line led northeast through northern Scarborough through to Whitby,
Oshawa, Cobourg and towards Smith Falls (after making a venture across the
Canadian Shield) and into Ottawa in 1913. From there it crossed the Ottawa
River and sent separate branches to Montreal and Quebec City. By 1918, the
war had taken a toll on railway revenues and the CNoR went bankrupt. That
year the Canadian National Railway (CNR) was created by the Government of
Canada to acquire such failing lines. By doing so the CNoR’s main line to
Ottawa and Montreal was taken over by the CNR.
The former Grand Trunk Railway main line ran along the shore of Lake Ontario
making it much more profitable because it had direct access to harbours and
ports. The CNR began abandoning portions of the CNoR as early as 1925,
particularly the section between Toronto and Napanee where it ran close to
the tracks of the Grand Trunk line. Portions of the line remained in place until
1984 between Strathcona and Smith Falls. Between Smith Falls and Ottawa,
the line still serves VIA Rail today.
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In Oshawa, the right of way has largely
been obliterated by new development
in the area of Taunton and Simcoe
Streets; the CNoR’s station in Oshawa
was called simply Oshawa North. The
building, a long two-and-a-half-storey
structure with a series of dormers in
the roofline, was constructed after a Oshawa North Station, 64-68 Wayne
pattern the CNoR repeated along its Avenue, Oshawa
line. The station still survives today as Photo courtesy, Google Maps
a duplex and private dwelling at 64-68
Wayne Street in Oshawa. This station was constructed in 1911 and was closed
in 1925 by the CNR.
Another station that still survives is
located just outside Oshawa in the
Village of Solina. This station is also a
private dwelling and still stands in its
original location.

Solina Station
Photo courtesy, Ron Brown

There’s still
time to catch
Tales from the
Tracks. It will
be on display
into 2014
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Christmas Wishes from Overseas
By: Jennifer Weymark, Archivist

In 2011, the archives acquired four Christmas cards sent from an Oshawa boy
serving overseas during WWII.
Pte. Earl Hann was overseas serving as a member of the Canadian Corps, under
the 8th Army, as World War II battled throughout Northern Africa and Italy.
This meant that he was away from his young family during the holiday season
in 1944.
Standardized Christmas cards were made available to the soldiers so that they
could let their family back home know that they were thinking of them. The
cards were really a single sheet of paper with a drawing on it meant to
represent the area where the soldier was stationed. Once the soldier had
completed personalizing their card in the little space made available to them,
and the card was passed by the censors, the army would copy the card and
reduce the size so that it would be less expensive to send back home.
Pte. Hann made the best of the limited space available to let him family know
just how much he was missing them. Three of the cards are addressed to his
wife Irene with the fourth being addressed to his young daughter Joyce.
The lengthiest of the notes written by Pte. Hann also lets us know that the
holiday season was extra special as his wedding anniversary also fell during
that time. He writes:
“Happy Anniversary My love. With Best Wishes that this is our last
spent apart.
All my love and Millions of Kisses
Forever yours
Earl”
He chose to send his daughter a card showing where her day was when he
wasn’t with her. The card has a map of the Mediterranean Sea, showing both
Italy and North Africa. This time the card is simply signed from “Daddy with all
his love and best wishes for 1945”.
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Pte. Hann was happily reunited with his family once the war was over and he
went on to become a 50 year member of the Oshawa Historical Society. It is
fitting that these letters have found a home with a museum he loved so much.

On behalf of the Oshawa Community Museum, I would like to wish you all a
very Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a safe and wonderful New Year.
A011.10.2—Christmas Card from Pte. Earl Hann to his wife.
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If Oshawa’s Pioneers Had Social Media
As Merle discussed in his Message from the President, the museum has posted
‘Pioneer Facebooks,’ reflecting what our early settlers may have said if they
had social media. These are created with thorough research and often use
quotations from the times. Here is an example of one Pioneer Facebook:
facebook Home

Profile

Friends

Inbox (4)

Settings Logout

Cornelius Robinson: is spending the afternoon
tending to my garden
Wall

Info

Photos

25 minutes ago

+

What’s on your mind?

View photos of me (19)

Cornelius Robinson is spending the
afternoon tending to my garden.

Send Cornelius a Message

April 24, 1921 near Oshawa-On-The-Lake, Cedardale, Ontario

Alex Mackie My wife and I had a great visit
Information
Relationship Status: Married
to Mary Jane Nelson
Current City: Port Oshawa,
Ontario

with you last night, Cornelius. You’ll have to let
me know where you got that beautiful red
lantern, the one with one side shielded by a
metal reflector. It must have been so useful to
light your way while walking to our house. You
must visit again soon.
c. 1919 near Oshawa-On-The-Lake, Cedardale, Ontario

Cornelius Robinson Phoebe Ibbotson

Birthday: Feb 4, 1834
Hometown: Cobourg, Upper
Canada

Friends

I appreciates yours and Fred’s letters very much.
I’m going to have Eunice write in response. I
would write again but is quite a task for me to
write as I forget what I have written before I get
through the letter!
Aug 28, 1917, near Oshawa-On-The-Lake, Cedardale, Ontario

Cornelius Robinson What a beautiful day
Mary

R. Eunice

Benjamin

Alex

Oceanna

Thomas

for a wedding. I cannot believe Eunice is now
married. I will share a photograph from the day
shortly.
July 3, 1907 near Oshawa-On-The-Lake, Cedardale,
Ontario
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Robinson House Book Launch
On October 4, we launched our latest publication, If This House Could Talk: The
Story of Robinson House, at the Robert McLaughlin Gallery’s RMG Fridays.
Here are a few images from the event!
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December 1864
By: Kelley Scales, Co-op Student

During the month of December in 1864,
Oshawa’s newspaper would display ads with the
word Christmas incorporated as their main
attraction. Companies such as Breminer &
Urquhart and Murdoch Brothers used
Christmas as a way to sell their products and to
raise their sales. Whether the products are
foods or books, in December of 1864 the
products became Christmas foods or gifts. Like
today, people would need to put their summer
clothes away and start bundling up. While
looking through the 1864 paper it was not hard
to come across the companies who were selling
clothes best suitable for the fall and winter
seasons that would go for about 95 cents per
yard. Some companies such as Wood & Bros
would accept trades rather than a direct money
charge. Not only was the Oshawa newspaper
displaying ads on Christmas specials and
seasonal clothes, it also displayed skates for sale
so people could skate as a winter pastime.
Skates were prided on being self adjusted and
the companies would often increase the superiority of their skates by referring
to them as exclusive. In the winter season the paper began publishing articles
related to the season, such as the common cold. An article about the common
cold was published in the paper December 7th, 1864. This article explained that
colds were caused by one’s own carelessness and a way to explain how to
prevent a cold was to stay away from a cool draft. The common cold was not
yet identified in the 1860s so for the people of the time there was still a lot of
mystery surrounding this sickness. In conclusion, December of 1864 would
have been a time for advertising and sales and a time of discovering the
mysteries of effects that the changing of the season has on one’s self.
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Annual Lamplight Tour
On a crisp winter’s night,
The 7th of December,
The Museum will light its lamps,
For a night to remember.
Annual Lamplight Tour
Saturday, December 7
6-8pm
Drop in for a night of carolers,
plum pudding and a visit from
Father Christmas

Thank you to our 2013 Sponsors
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Curating the Social Media World
By: Jennifer Pandelidis, Visitor Experience Co-ordinator (acting)

While trying to decide what my contributions for this
season’s newsletter would be, I decided that a good place
to start would be to re-read some of the past newsletter
from the last couple of years. I came across a 2010 newsletter and noticed an
update that discussed social media and how we were encouraging members to
“Like” us on Facebook as we began to embrace this new form of
communication. This got me thinking about our use of Facebook as a
community organization, the impact this platform has made, and finally how
social media, which is a relatively new concept, seems to lend itself so well to a
historical institution.
Facebook was created in 2004 and was originally only open to University and
College students. By 2006 it was open everyone who was 13 years of age or
older, as well as businesses and organizations. Now it seems that businesses
and organizations have as much of impact on daily use as the individual.
The Oshawa Community Museum officially joined Facebook on February 14,
2008. Since our Facebook page creation, we have collected over 500 ‘Likes’
and are continuously trying to engage in conversation with our audience.
While Facebook is now this massive, international, publicly traded company, I
am of the opinion that it greatly benefits smaller organizations like us, maybe
even more so than larger institutions, whose focus isn’t as much on the local.

These photos were featured on our Facebook page and received a popular response!
L-R: A Williams Piano Factory worker, Samuel Robinson (1865-1927), and Benjamin
Robinson (1830-1897).
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Facebook allows for a free platform to share our research and communicate
with other community museums and community organizations. It allows us to
share photos, promote events and reach out to our audience and create a
community online.
Most recently, we have had one of our co-op students Kelley creating these
flashback images that combines the new and the old; as well Lisa has been
posting old images of mustaches in honour of Movember, in a little campaign
referred to as Mustache Mondays. This allows us to create online engagement
through our collection: mixing these older images, with very relative issues.
What Facebook allows us to do in these instances is the share the stories of
the past, in a new way. Historical institutions have so many interesting images,
stories, and facts that lend themselves so well to social media.
While our numbers aren’t comparable to big corporations, the impact we
make on social media is undeniable. In addition to allowing us to promote
ourselves, this platform has allowed us to present a little bit more of Oshawa’s
history to the community.
If you haven’t already ‘Liked’ us, I encourage you to do so, take a look at some
of our images, check out an events page, and join the conversation!
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International Archaeology Day
Thank you to everyone who attended our first International Archaeology Day,
presented in partnership with Trent University Oshawa.
Here are some pictures from the afternoon!
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The Society Pages
Have you visited the Oshawa Historical Society
website lately? It’s a great way to keep up with
Society events! www.oshawahistoricalsociety.org
The Oshawa Community Museum Blog is a great
place to visit for interesting articles between
newsletters!
Check out oshawamuseum.wordpress.com!

Lorraine O’Donnell Williams at
September’s Speaker Series

Ron Brown at October’s Speaker
Series

Memberships will expire at the
end of 2013. We have a lot of
great events planned for 2014.
Don’t miss out! Be sure to keep
your membership up-to-date!
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Welcome New
Members
Janet & Ross Campbell
Susan & John Pandelidis
Sprague Furey
John & Heather Mayell
Justin Henry
Jim Grieve
Anna Knutel

Snapshots from the Past

The above image is of the Mallet House in Cedar Dale. This house was
located south of the C.N.R. tracks and east of Simcoe Street.
The image features a group of children sitting on the front porch, one
person on the sidewalk, and two others on the verandah. To the right of
the image, you can see people on a horse and sleigh.
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Thank you to our Sponsors!

We Service All Makes and
Models

COOPER’S
AUTO
SERVICES
Since 1946

Oshawa’s Only Downtown Gas
Station
At the corner of Bruce and
Albert (Next to the GM Centre)
5 Licensed Mechanics at
Reasonable Rates
Drive Clean Testing
Visit us at
www.coopersautoservices.com
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BECOME A
MEMBER!
Membership Information:
Name:
Address:

Phone:
Email*:
Membership Fees: (please check one)
Individual

$20

Family

$25

Student

$5

Community Organization

$25

Corporate

$30

Life ($200 tax receipt issued)
Friends of the Society ($40 tax receipt issued)

$300
$60

*Newsletter only available through email. If you wish to receive a PAPER NEWSLETTER, please add
$5 to your membership dues

Oshawa Historical Society, 1450 Simcoe St. S. Oshawa, ON L1H 8S8
Tel: 905-436-7624 ● membership@oshawamuseum.org ● www.oshawamuseum.org
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
DATE RECEIVED: ______________________________
RECEIVED BY:_________________________________
PAYMENT METHOD: ___________________________

